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Environmental Stewardship on 
Private Land 

• Education 
• Regulation 
• Incentives 
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Environmental Stewardship on 
Private Land 

“Conservation will ultimately boil down to rewarding 
the private landowner who conserves the public interest” 

-Aldo Leopold, 1934 

Environmental Stewardship (restoration, 
enhancement, and conservation) of our 
agricultural landscape carries a private 
cost and produces a public benefit. 



Valuing Ecosystem Services 

Traditional Products: 
Canola 
Wheat 
Cattle  
Alfalfa 

 
Ecosystem Services: 

Flood and drought mitigation, 
Wildlife Habitat, Groundwater recharge, Etc. 
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Alignment: Provincial Land Use 
Framework 

“The Government of Alberta will support and 
encourage stewardship of private lands in 
Alberta through the development of applicable 
incentives and market-based instruments. The 
government will also consider new funding 
opportunities at the municipal level for 
stewardship and conservation initiatives on 
private lands.” pg.33.  
 
https://landuse.alberta.ca/LandUse%20Documents/Land-use%20Framework%20-%202008-12.pdf  

https://landuse.alberta.ca/LandUse%20Documents/Land-use%20Framework%20-%202008-12.pdf
https://landuse.alberta.ca/LandUse%20Documents/Land-use%20Framework%20-%202008-12.pdf
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Alignment: North Saskatchewan 
Watershed Alliance 

WRA + ALUS  
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Alignment: North Saskatchewan 
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Environmental Conservation Master 
Plan 
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Wetland Inventory & Historical 
Loss Assessment 

1. County-wide wetland inventory 
a. Classification using AWCS 
b. Criteria Development 
c. Valuation 

 
2. Historical County-wide inventory 
  
3. Comparison 
 
Completion: Q1 2016 
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Getting the Word Out 

Newspaper 
Radio 
Direct Mail Outs 
Pamphlets 
Events 
Web 
Social Media 
Tours 
Word of Mouth 



• Talk to Neighbours 
• Introduce project, staff to 

Neighbours 
• Invite Neighours to attend 

events (field days etc.) 
• Provide encouragement and 

ideas to Neighbours for their 
projects 

• Attend events with their 
Neighbours 

• Stewardship Showcases and 
Signs for their projects 

2 Neighbours Project: Red Deer 
County 
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The ALUS Process  

Farmer 
contact Site visit Project 

Proposal 
PAC 

review 
Contract 
signed 

Project 
Established 

Site Visit for 
Quality 

Assurance 

Establishment 
Payment 

Annual 
Payment 

Third party 
Verification 



ALUS: Community-Developed 

• PAC composition 
• Setting priority areas 
• Setting priority project types 
• Setting establishment cost sharing % 
• Setting annual payment rates 
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ALUS – Parkland County Projects 
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ALUS – Parkland County Projects 



Green Acreages Program  

Education and incentive program for 
acreage owners in Parkland County. 
The program will have three goals: 

1. Help acreage owners identify 
environmental issues on their land. 

2. Help them develop plans to address 
those issues. 

3. (Most important) Help them put 
those plans into on-the-ground 
action through incentives resulting in 
real environmental benefit. 
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ALUS in Alberta 
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Lake Isle Watershed Partnership 
• Partners: Parkland County & Lac Ste. Anne County 
• Joint realization that something needs to be done 
• Supports Sturgeon River Watershed Alliance 
• $551,000.00 Grant from AWE/WRRP 
• Shared funding for 3 years 
• Covers 100% of the establishment costs 
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Source: NSWA 

Lake Isle Watershed Partnership 
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Gabriel Clarke 
Supervisor, Environment & Community Sustainability 
gclarke@parklandcounty.com 
Ph: (780) 968-8888 (ext. 8261) 
 
www.parklandcounty.com/ALUS 
 
www.parklandcounty.com/greenacreages 
 
www.alus.ca  
 

www.parklandcounty.com 

Thank you 

mailto:gclarke@parklandcounty.com
http://www.parklandcounty.com/ALUS
http://www.parklandcounty.com/greenacreages
http://www.alus.ca/

	Slide Number 1
	Outline
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Valuing Ecosystem Services
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Outline
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Green Acreages Program 
	Slide Number 19
	Outline
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26

