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WPACs of Alberta

• WPAC=Watershed Planning 
and Advisory Committee

• 11 WPACs

Water for Life Goals
• Safe, secure drinking water 

• Healthy aquatic ecosystems

• Reliable water supplies for a 
sustainable economy 



Indicators of Watershed Health



What is a Riparian Area?





Riparian Health Action Plan

1 2 3

65% Target

Data Policy Action



Phase 1: Satellite Method

New 
Method



Phase 1: Data

Intactness Pressure Prioritization+ =



Data Results



Results for Lakes

• Named lakes = 264 
• Average= 61% High Intact

• Unnamed lakes= 162
• Average= 50% High Intact

• Shoreline= 3,214 km
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Data Trends

736 Sites
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~17,000
Km

~49,000
Km

Pre-Project Pilot WPACSExpansion
>2018 2018 >2021 <2023



Phase Three

1 2 3

65% Target

Data Policy Action



1. Access to data
2. Riparian resources 
3.Showcase projects examples

Three key purposes:



Data Accessibility

Data Features:
1. 49,000 km Riparian Data from 6 WPACS 
2. Variable Zoom-in access
3. Data Summary Tool

Public zoom-in

Ambassador zoom-in



Projects on the Ground

Project Features:
1. Show-off projects! 
2. Before/after photos
3. Key Partners
4. Milestones



Resource Page

Resource Page Features:
1. Riparian importance 
2. Methods background
3. Guidance for stakeholders
4. Links for support



Phase 3: Riparian Web Portal

13 275



Communications



Communications

Reports and 
Council 

Presentations!



Regional Lake Stewardship Project
Activities 2022 – 2024

o Educational Workshops
• Lake Best Management Practices
• Restoration Techniques

o Develop + Provide Educational Materials
• Research current gaps
• Develop communication materials

o Two Restoration Demonstration Sites
• High use areas
• Educational signage 

o Water Quality Monitoring
• Support ALMS’ programs
• Increase volunteer opportunities



Watershed Wednesday Series!



Thank you for your time!

Contact:

Mary Ellen Shain, M.Sc.
Senior Watershed Project Coordinator

587.525.6828
Maryellen.Shain@nswa.ab.ca

Contact@riparian.info

mailto:Maryellen.Shain@nswa.ab.ca
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