
 
Safety Tips & Information  
In order to ensure that your Alberta Water Quality Awareness Day activities are fun and enjoyable, safety 
is the FIRST priority. If you do not feel comfortable collecting samples, please do not.  

 

Selecting a site:  

Sample sites from safe, accessible locations. Recommended locations are 
pedestrian walkways, bridges, secure banks of waterways, and beaches.  

 

Approach your site carefully. Be aware of potential hazards, such as debris in 
stream, fast currents, deep or murky water, steep slopes, jagged rocks, noxious 
plants and wildlife before attempting any sampling.  

 

When accessing your site be mindful of roadway and traffic issues. If you are 
not in a designated stopping area, be sure to park your vehicle well off the 
roadway and out of the way of traffic. 

 

 

Do not cross private property  
without the permission of the 
landowner.

 
AWQA Day Sampling:  

 
Always test the water with
at least one other person.   
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Check weather conditions before going out. Do not go sampling if severe weather is
predicted (i.e. lightening, flooding, ice etc.); stop monitoring if a storm occurs while 
you are at the site.  
reached you (e.g. cell phone)

Use protective clothing and equipment. All participants should wear a personal floatation
device (PFD), appropriate footwear, and weather-appropriate clothing. Remember that you 
will be working in/around water, so you might want to bring a change of clothing.  

Never wade in swift or high water. Bring emergency contact 
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AWQA Day test kit materials:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

It is recommended that you wear rubber gloves and safety glasses when testing samples. 
It is strongly advised that you keep your hands away from your eyes and mouth.  Wash your 
hands thoroughly with soap and water when you are finished testing. 
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Dispose of your wastewater properly.  Do not dispose of the wastewater from your pH and 
DO tests into the waterbody.   Use a sealable waste container to move your waste off site (pH
and DO samples may be mixed together to dispose of). Products may be washed down a 
drain with excess water.  
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