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Early History: Naming of Buffalo Lake

❖ 1814 first Map of Buffalo Lake 
by David Thompson

❖ Legends of the Tsuu T’ina and 
Cree
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Metis Settlement

❖ Established as a trading post of 
1870

❖ Tail Creek was the largest 
Metis settlement in North West 
Territories

❖ Population of 2000 people at 
it’s peak in 1875

❖ Destroyed by fire in 1878
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Moving into 1900’s

❖ “Hannah’s Beach” changed to Rochon 
Sands

❖ Once called the Summer Resort of 
“New Switzerland”

❖ Today 2 Provincial Rec areas - Boss 
Hill, The Narrows

❖ 1 Provincial Park

❖ 2 Summer Villages (Rochon Sands, 
White Sands)

❖ Numerous private developments 

❖ Counties of Stettler, Lacombe and 
Camrose
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History of BLMT

❖ 1985 Alberta Environment 
commenced with construction 
of Parlby Creek - Buffalo Lake 
Water Management project
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Historic Challenges and Initiatives

❖ Stabilize water levels in Buffalo 
Lake

❖ Provide a reliable water supply 
for the villages of Mirror and 
Alix

❖ Enhance Fish and Wildlife 
habitat

❖ Provide agricultural flood 
control
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Current Challenges

❖ Zebra Mussel

❖ Prussian Carp

❖ Whirling disease

❖ Ice Shacks sinking

23



24



25



Future of Buffalo Management Team

❖ BLMT are the eyes and ears 
on the ground for the Buffalo 
Lake Integrated Shoreland 
Management Plan
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