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Early History: Naming of Buffalo Lake

Terrible Winter of 1872 made Buffalo Lake
a major Metis site
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Metis Settlement

Established as a trading post of
1870

Tail Creek was the largest
Metis settlement in North West
Territories

Population of 2000 people at
It's peak in 1875

Destroyed by fire in 1878 e
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Moving Into 1900’s

“*Hannah’s Beach” changed to Rochon
Sands

Once called the Summer Resort of
“New Switzerland”

Today 2 Provincial Rec areas - Boss
Hill, The Narrows

1 Provincial Park

2 Summer Villages (Rochon Sands,
White Sands)

Numerous private developments
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Counties of Stettler, Lacombe and T
Camrose







D. A. Rochon's Livery Stable, Rochon Sands.
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History of BLMT

+» 1985 Alberta Environment
commenced with construction
of Parlby Creek - Buffalo Lake
Water Management project
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Official Project Opening 1991




= W
fr(
2

T
e,

W
Sl

N
R,
RN

STNERERE

¥
R
SRR
R

bR

R

N

AR
R
Y
YA
AR
R
Rt

TR
R
T
‘\

:

;7_
|

i
!
i

I
|
I

I””r”’lll’llr-ﬁl

I
|

I
IIIII’

i
[

i

I
i
iy

Wil

B B me

1






— - B - - ——
- - Ty .
e ) g . - 4
- - -d
-




Lo
\

4

L)

LTS

/.
/77

V20200077 \NWAN






- & -
= + e, - ] _-.m
T S S
o . — e SRR i :

k Y - .I—\r
N -y ‘\-1- -y
b0 il T g "I_

' -'-. ll"'.‘-".v




Historic Challenges and Initiatives

«» Stabilize water levels in Buffalo
_ake

+ Provide a reliable water supply
for the villages of Mirror and
Alix

+» Enhance Fish and Wildlife
nabitat

+ Provide agricultural flood
control

| JOE°S ARK — Level of Buftaio Lake is highest in 0 front of coftages

on the sast end of the Bay, and Bird
o s a1 porch of Joe Smith's Island has disa ; < i
| Cottage at Hoch: I no rand now af the R & '
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Buffalo stabiliz

vesday, Aug. 16, 1889

ation -

“this will be the year”

= asked Environment
Minister Ralph Klein if he
could let the people of central
Alberta know if the govern-
ment is going to proceed with

Buffalo Lake stabilization, or
if the plan had been shelved.

Mr. Klein said, ‘“The pro-
ject has not been shelved. As
a matter of fact we are pro-
ceeding with this important
water management project.
Certain portions of the project
are being implemented
‘already, certainly those
related to flood control. With
respect to the lake slabiliza-
tion program, this matter is
under study still, and hopeful-
ly we will have a report in the
not too distant future."

Mr. Moore asked, “‘Could
we have some indication of
the timetable pro-

isp't the year for another
study. Can we be assured of
that?

Mr. Klein said, '*This in-
volves, of course, a diversion
of water from the Red Deer
River to Buffale Lake, and of
course there are some en-
vironmental problems that
will have to be assessed
through a full environmental
impact assessment. Of
course, that will be under-
taken after the final report is
submitted this year, and soon
this year. Once the environ-
ment impact study has been
completed, the defliciencies
will be addressed, and
hopefully we can get on with
the project. But there will be
no more studies.”

{Direct gquotations are
W in the
Alberta Legislative Assembly
and our apologies to Mr.
Burns whose subseribers love
him like the subscribers of
The Independent love the old
editor.)
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Current Challenges

Zebra Mussel
Prussian Carp
Whirling disease

lce Shacks sinking
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Future of Buffalo Management Team

+» BLMT are the eyes and ears
on the ground for the Buffalo
Lake Integrated Shoreland
Management Plan
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