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The Netherlands is one of the most densely populated countries in the world and the second largest exporter of 
agricultural products. The combination of these two factors has led to major eutrophication issues in most of the 
country’s water bodies. Although efforts have been made to reduce eutrophication for many years and nutrient 
inputs from point sources are being adequately tackled, the legacy of nutrients in lake beds and ongoing diffuse 
loadings have led to severe cyanobacterial blooms in many of the country’s lakes. 
 
The urgent need to control cyanobacteria has spurred the development of many different methods that claim to 
be fast acting and effective. The Aquatic Ecology & Water Quality Management Group at Wageningen University 
is frequently tasked by the Dutch Government and other stakeholders to test, assess and evaluate the claims by 
promoters of many of these methods. Here, we provide a critical overview of many of the measures which are 
commonly promoted in the Netherlands and more widely across Europe for cyanobacterial control. We include 
in our analysis both measures which are heavily promoted, but whose underlying mechanisms and field results 
are highly dubious, as well as measures which have been rigorously tested and show substantially more promise 
as mitigation measures against harmful algal blooms. 
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