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aaiu-0FleC &¢é *B®I "ve®B ulF@ &a°¥i @ ®FI *Wuip/ C ~#uexeF@ &u ! %uB3ail @
! A ®Bl Gies/esic C@ %vIi e/ a%R®BT/ &:8_ %i Fi-/&a:8 ! A #i Fv/a: D &® *F®UD #Ua
T #ie*lGFVF®@ &€ *B®l . "BuCD u 3C-{Fui F@aBA-w&al F@i B@B®BF@D ©OEAIC ¢
a®Bl lecC@ daBueaii*C@ ' A ¢CChallj@a@ &il #Bf18@ "8aF!l @ " e /¢lF!l @ ¢O
SFEUDII a8 @ i 6/ u/ NQE®PUI @B®NaepUF@ 32 FAUD !v° QURAR® @RIic= I iegp/0F @ A

ninisitawéyihténan déma askiy kakiskatamahk, nikotwasik kiresotamatowin kdtamihk 6ta éki-otaskanésicik mihcét iyiniwakta k¥
mawacihitowak. kihcéyihtowin ékwa kistéyimowin nimiyananak otacimowiniwawa, opikiskwéwiniwawa, osihcikéwiniwawa ékwanisiaiéwi
Oki kahkiyaw iyTniwak.

ké-krisi-nakatéyihtahkik d8ma askiy, kistanawkbkanawéyihtamahk ékwa tmanacihtayahk kikawinaw askiy -k&tawéyihtamahk taskiwahk,
péyakwan mina nikistéyimananak nistamiyimakanak ékwa mina awasisak-Ktaddinécik, asiciskwéwak kawanihécik, kémisawiracihécik,
napéwak wistawaw, Ekwa mina kahkiyaw ayisiyiniwakniénawinatawihéhisocik. tapitaw -&iskisomitoyahk kahkiyaw-#kopisoyahk kck
asotamatowin ékwa kwayask keikatéyimitoyahk.

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather in Treaty Six Territory is the traditional gathering place for many Isagig@sieuWe honour
and respect the history, languages, ceremonies and culture of the First Nations, Métis and Inuit who call this territory home
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acknowledgement, we honour the ancestors and children who have been buried here, missing and murdered Indigenous womeaadd inee

process of ongoing collective healing for all human beings. We are reminded that we are all treaty people and of thébilggpmadiave to one

another.



Dr. Jessica Haines
(Jess/Dr. Haines, she/her)

We carry all permits necessary for this research and have approval from the MacEwe
University Animal Research Ethics Board.



Ground Squirrels: a Wddhown Pest

Alberta government calls for strychnine ban
reversal to fight 'destructive force' of gophers
Controversial poison banned nationwide in 2024 due to environmental concerns

% Amir Said - CBC News - Posted: Jul 04, 2025 9:07 AM MDT | Last Updated: July 4
7P

https://www.cbc.canews/canad@calgaryground-squirrelsalberta1.7575688



Franklin’s Ground Squirrel

Poliocitellus franklinii

Ground Squirrels

Columbian Ground Squirrel

Urocitellus columbianus

Richardson’s Ground Squirrel

Urocitellus richardsonii




Frankl i n"s Ground
Conservation In Alberta
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Science Data
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Trall Cameras




Trall Camera photos
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Where do we find

this species?

Area of Alberta:
662,583 km?

Alberta’s Parks
and Protected
Areas network

covers roughly
27,500 km? and
includes nearly
500 sites. [i.e.,
4% of total area
of province]

Map 1: Natural Regions and
Subregions of Alberta

2005 Natural Regions

and Subregions of Alberta

Boreal Forest Natural Region
{1 Central Mixedwood
Dry Mixedwood
I Northern Mixedwood
[ Boreal Subarctic
Peace-Athabasca Delta
I Lower Boreal Highlands
Upper Boreal Highlands
[ Athabasca Plain

Rocky Mountain Natural Region

Alpine
B subaipine
I oriane

Foothills Natural Region
[ Upper Foothills
I Lower Foothills
Canadian Shield Natural Region
Kazan Uplands
Parkland Natural Region
I Foothills Parkiand
Il Peace River Parkiand
[ central Parkland
Grassland Natural Region
Dry Mixedgrass
Foothills Fescue
Northem Fescue
Mixedgrass

Iberta Parks 201!
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https:// orb.abmi.cdareas/16

Human Footprint

Status of Human Footprint

As of 2021, the total human footprint was 78.6%

Parkland Natural Region

Breakdown by Category

Hover over a human footprint icon for the definition of each human footprint category.

I 78.6% |

Status of Human Footprint Status of Human Footprint

As of 2021, the total human footprint was 19.5%. As of 2021, the total human footprint was 60.6%.

Breakdown by Category Breakdown by Category

Hover over a human footprint icon for the definition of each human footprint category. Hover over a human footprint icon for the definition of each human footprint category.

19.5% ; 60.6%
O z7% 26%  @@ron @1 Q 10% 01% A 28% € 20% 17% 1.0%
Agriculture Forestry Forestry, Net Energy Urban, Rural & Transportation Human- Agriculture Transportation Energy Urban, Rural &

Industrial created Water Industrial
Bodies

Boreal Natural Region Grasslands Natural Region

Human-created Water
Bodies



The Benefits of Ground Squirrels

TonyLePrieur




The Importance of Watershed
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How can you help?

Join theiNaturalistprojects and submit observations!

About leave &12)

Franklin's ground squirrel was once common in
central Alberta; however, it has become
increasingly rare over the years. Nature Alberta
has started a project to record observations of
this species as part of an initiative to have it listed

as threatened. Learn more at
https://naturealberta.ca/ground-squirrel
Read More > £+ Your Membership

' @l Project Journal “",w

77 1 36 58 -
Overview OBSERVATIONS SPECIES IDENTIFIERS OBSERVERS

https:// www.inaturalist.ordprojects/franklin-s-groundsquirrels




Submit historical observations

https:// naturealberta.ciground-squirrel/

Also download free resources such as a squirrel ID guic



Questions?

In many places it is now unlawful
to play Yahtzee with squirrels.
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