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ninisitawêyihtênân ôma askiy kâ-tâkiskâtamâhk, nikotwâsik kihci-asotamâtowin kâ-itamihk ôta ê-kî-otaskanêsicik mihcêt iyiniwak, ôta kî-
mâwacihitowak. kihcêyihtowin êkwa kistêyimowin nimiyânânak otâcimowiniwâwa, opîkiskwêwiniwâwa, osihcikêwiniwâwa êkwa isihtâwiniwâw 
ôki kahkiyaw iyîniwak.

kâ-kî-isi-nâkatêyihtâhkik ôma askiy, kîstanaw ta-kî-kanawêyihtamâhk êkwa ta-manâcihtâyâhk kikâwînaw askiy. kâ-nistawêyihtamâhk otaskîwahk, 
pêyakwan mîna nikistêyimânânak nistamiyimâkanak êkwa mîna awâsisak ôta kâ-kî-nahinêcik, asiciiskwêwak kâ-wanihêcik, kâ-misawinâcihêcik, 
nâpêwak wîstawâw, êkwa mîna kahkiyaw ayisiyiniwak kâ-mâmawi-nâtawihêhisocik. tâpitaw ê-kiskisomitoyahk kahkiyaw ê-tâkopisoyahk kihci-
asotamâtowin êkwa kwayask ka-nâkatêyimitoyahk.

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather in Treaty Six Territory is the traditional gathering place for many Indigenous people. We honour 
and respect the history, languages, ceremonies and culture of the First Nations, Métis and Inuit who call this territory home.

¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ aƻǘƘŜǊ 9ŀǊǘƘΦ ²ith this 
acknowledgement, we honour the ancestors and children who have been buried here, missing and murdered Indigenous women and men, and the 
process of ongoing collective healing for all human beings. We are reminded that we are all treaty people and of the responsibility we have to one 
another.



Dr. Jessica Haines
(Jess/Dr. Haines, she/her)

We carry all permits necessary for this research and have approval from the MacEwan 
University Animal Research Ethics Board.

Cora Kaplan Cora Kaplan



Ground Squirrels: a Well-Known Pest

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/ground-squirrels-alberta-1.7575688



Ground Squirrels



Franklin’s Ground Squirrel: Ground 
Conservation in Alberta



iNaturalist – Citizen Science Data
CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ƛƴ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ

https:// www.ina
turalist.org/proje
cts/franklin-s-
ground-squirrels



Trail Cameras



Trail Camera photos



Symbol Time Period

Grey X >100 years ago

Grey Star 2013-1924

Grey Circle 2014-2018

Black Circle 2019-2023

https:// www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/ edit?mid=1YPkBZzMpCfBiy34qDy1BhNOMYocHmFc&usp=sharing

Why is this species in decline?



Where do we find 
this species?

Alberta Parks 2015



Where do we find this species?



Human Footprint

Parkland Natural Region

Boreal Natural Region Grasslands Natural Region

https:// orb.abmi.ca/areas/16



The Benefits of Ground Squirrels

Tony LePrieur 



Symbol Time Period

Grey X >100 years ago

Grey Star 2013-1924

Grey Circle 2014-2018

Black Circle 2019-2023

https:// www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/ edit?mid=1YPkBZzMpCfBiy34qDy1BhNOMYocHmFc&usp=sharing

The Importance of Watersheds



How can you help?

https:// www.inaturalist.org/projects/franklin-s-ground-squirrels

Join the iNaturalist projects and submit observations!



Submit historical observations

https:// naturealberta.ca/ground-squirrel/

Also download free resources such as a squirrel ID guide!



Questions?
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